
Teaching phonics at home. 

Phonics sessions could last between 15 - 30 minutes. To make the session fun 
and interactive, break up the learning with different activities using the chosen 
sound for that day. Each week I will update the class one website with four 
new sounds to focus on for that week. I have put together some ideas below 
that you could use to support your child with their phonics learning. I hope 
these are helpful. If you would like any support, advice or ideas please email 
me. I am happy to help and support you in any way that I can.  

 

 

There are many fun and interactive games on the phonics play website. We use 
these games frequently in class one to support the phonics learning.  

Username: March20 

Password: home 

 

Teaching Sounds 

Example sound – aw  saw 

Phonics Activity                  Website links 
Flash Cards 
You could begin each 
session with revisiting the 
flash cards of sounds 
your child already 
knows. I would suggest 
using phase 2 and 3 flash 
cards to begin with until 
they are confident with 
them. Then move onto 
revisiting phase 4 and 5 
flash cards. This activity 
only needs to be around 
3 – 5 minutes, but ideally 
to be used at the start of 
every phonics session.  

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-
only/Flashcards.html 
 
 
 
 
 
Select which phase you would like to practice, 
either phase 2, 3, 4 or 5.  
 

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-only/Flashcards.html
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-only/Flashcards.html


Learning a new 
sound. 
For this activity, please 
choose a sound from the 
weekly class One 
planning on the school 
website. Use the phonics 
work books that have 
been provided to support 
teaching of the sound.  
‘Phonics with Mr Thorn’ 
is a great resource to use 
if you would like support 
with pronunciation of the 
sounds or further reading 
practice. This activity 
should last between 5 – 
10 minute per sound. 
This includes the activity 
in the work book and 
watching a Mr Thorn 
short film.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=finOGW5MCCs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Search on You-Tube for Mr Thorn followed by the 
sound you would like to teach.  
eg Mr Thorn aw 

Reading Games 
After your child has 
learnt a new sound it is 
great practice for them to 
apply reading this sound 
in words. Phonics play 
has a variety of different 
reading games that the 
children enjoy.  Most of 
the games require the 
children to sort real and 
made up words.  This 
activity should last 
between 3 – 5 minutes.  

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-
only/PicnicOnPluto.html 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-
only/PictureMatch.html 
 
 
 
 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-
only/DragonsDen.html 
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https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-
only/BuriedTreasure2.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For each game, select which sound you would 
like to practice. The sounds are sorted into 
phases. The phonics books work through phases 
3, 4 and 5.   

Writing activities.  
After your child has 
learnt a new sound and 
has practiced reading 
words. It is great practice 
for them to apply the 
sound in their writing.  
You could choose three 
new words that you have 
read and put them each 
into a short sentence for 
your child to write.  
eg The saw is sharp. 
The hawk has a beak. 
The straw is long.  
Your child could use their 
writing books to record 
these sentences. This 
activity should last 
between 5 – 10 minutes.  
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Teaching Tricky Words 

Tricky words cannot always be broken up into sounds to help us read them. 
We have to learn to read and write them by sight.   A great way to practice 
tricky words is to use the read, cover, write, check activity.  

1. Read the word looking at each letter carefully 
2. Cover up the word using your hand 
3. Have a try at writing the word from memory 
4. Uncover the word and check it is correct. Make corrections if not. 
5. Then repeat this sequence at least three times in one session.   

The words should be re-visited each day throughout the week to help embed 
the spelling. This activity could last between 5 – 10 minuets.  

 

 


