
Holy Family Catholic Primary School 
History IMPLEMENTATION 

 EYFS KS1 KS2 

Pedagogical 
Approach and 
Strategies 
 
 

 Continiuos provison. 

 Through use of routine and repeated 
vocabulary 

 Through daily use of visual timetable, clock 
faces and flash cards displayed they become 
aware of simple chronology e.g. last week, 
yesterday, today, tomorrow, next week and 
order e.g. breakfast, lunchtime and tea time. 

 
 

 Pupils in KS1 will have opportunities to study 
periods of history that they will cover again in 
depth at KS2. 

 A history ‘meeting’ will be used at the start of 
each lesson. This highlights the key historical 
vocabulary and the timeline studied.  

 Pupils will sort old and new artefacts, sequence 
stories and photographs, explore photographs 
of familiar adults and how they have changed, 
go on chronology walks looking at old and new 
within the local environment. 

 They might label time lines with words or 
phrases and will place events and artefacts in 
order 

 They will recount changes that have occurred 
in their own lives. 

 They will use dates where appropriate. 

 Topic word mats are used to support 
understanding. Children with EAL have 
translations for key and topic related 
vocabulary alongside artefacts and pictures to 
support their understanding. 

 Pupils take part in at least one History visit or 
experience that enrich and enliven their 
curriculum each year.  

 Pupils use a variety of sources to learn e.g. 
artefacts, museum visits, experiences, visitors, 
stories, interviews, drama and film. 

 

 

 Links will be made between periods of History 
covered through a history ‘meeting’ shared at 
the start of each History lesson. This highlights 
the key historical vocabulary and the timeline 
studied.  

 All staff will be familiar with the periods of 
history the pupils have studied before and are 
going to study in the future.  

 Within a period of local, regional, national or 
world history studied the children have 
opportunities to sequence the ‘story’ of that 
time in History. 

 Topic word mats are used to support 
understanding. 

 Children with EAL have translations for key and 
topic related vocabulary alongside artefacts and 
pictures to support their understanding. 

 Pupils take part in at least one History visit or 
experience that enrich and enliven their 
curriculum each year.  

 Pupils use a variety of sources to learn e.g. 
artefacts, museum visits, experiences, visitors, 
stories, interviews, drama and film. 

 



Timetabling 
 

 Contintuoius provision – opportutnites set up 
and faciliatetd so the children can apply the 
skills both indpendently and supported by an 
adult.  

 Through the whole school overarching theme of ‘Journeys’ in the spring term teachers and leaders 
focus on significant events in history, individuals and their impact. This is through cross curriculuar 
teaching and block lessons. 

 

 At key dates throughout the year pupils learn about significant events in history through weekly 
lessons or block sessions for example Rememberance Day in November.  

 Resources are kept centrally in the Year 2 stockroom and an inventory is updated and provided to 
staff each year by the coordinator. 

Historical 
Enquiry  

 Examples of artefacts and resources incliding 
photographs to be displayed in the classroom. 
Link children’s own interests to the resources. 

 Preserving memories of special events, e.g. 
making a book, collecting photographs, tape 
recording, drawing and writing. Ensure the use 
of modern photographs of parts of the world 
that are commonly stereotyped and 
misrepresented, 

 Evidence is recorded using the EYFS policy for 
evidencing work. 

 At the beginning of a topic children are 
supported to devise questions about the period 
of time based on the overarching concepts. 

 These questions are displayed in the classroom 
and form a History interactive display, which is 
added to throughout their learning. 

 The pupils will use literacy, numeracy and 
computing skills to a good standard in order to 
communicate information about the past. 

 

 At the beginning of a topic children use P4C 
techniques to devise questions about the period 
of time based on the overarching concepts. An 
artefact, painting or piece of evidence may form 
the basis for this.  

 The pupils will use literacy, numeracy and 
computing skills to an exceptional standard in 
order to communicate information about the 
past. 

 As pupils move through KS2 they will use 
original ways to present information and ideas. 

Language and 
key vocabulary 
used. 

 Pupils begin to use the vocabulary of questions 
e.g. who, what, where, when and why? 

 Children are encouraged to ask questions. 

 

 Vocabulary linked to the topic is clearly 
displayed in each classroom and revisited. 

 Repetition is key to children remembering and 
bringing back vocabulary and its meaning to 
working memory.  

 
Key Vocabulary 

 before, after, years, a long time ago, a very 
long time ago, ancient, old, new, century, , 
modern, recently, when my parents/carers 
were children, nation 

 Vocabulary linked to the topic is clearly 
displayed in each classroom and revisited. 

 Repetition is key to children remembering and 
bringing back vocabulary and its meaning to 
working memory.  

Key Vocabulary 

 before, after, a long time ago, a very long time 
ago, ancient, old, new, decade, century, 
millennium, modern, AD, BC, the use of the 
‘nineteenth century’ for 1845, change, 
continuity, sequence, duration, period, 
chronology, dates, time period, era, change, 
chronology, continuity, change, century, 



decade, millennium, social, religious, political, 
technological and cultural 

Progression 
and 
assessment 
across thhe 
strands. 

Vocabulary linked to 
the concepts below is 
taught and revisited 
throughout EYFS. 
 

 Travel 

 Rich and Poor 

 Kings and Queens 

 War and Peace 

KS1 Lower KS2 Upper KS2 

Chronolgy  
Place events and artefacts in order 
on a time line. 
Label time lines with words or phrases such 
as: past, present, older and newer. 
Recount changes that have 
occurred in their own lives. 
Use dates where appropriate. 

Chronolgy  
Place events, artefacts and historical 
figures on a time line using dates. 
Understand the concept of change 
over time, representing this, along 
with evidence, on a time line. 
Use dates and terms to describe 
events. 

Chronolgy  
Describe the main changes in a 
period of history (using terms such 
as: social, religious, political, technological 
and cultural). 
Identify periods of rapid change in 
history and contrast them with times 
of relatively little change. 
Understand the concepts of 
continuity and change over time, 
representing them, along with evidence, on 
a time line. 
Use dates and terms accurately in 
describing events. 



 Communicate 
Describe historical events. 
Describe significant people from 
the past. 
Recognise that there are reasons 
why people in the past acted as they did. 
Use words and phrases to describe 
the passing of time. 
Show an understanding of the concept of 
nation and a nation’s history. 
Show an understanding of concepts 
such as civilisation, monarchy, parliament, 
democracy, and war and 
peace. 

Communicate 
Describe changes that have 
happened in the locality of the school 
throughout history. 
Give a broad overview of life in 
Britain from ancient until medieval times. 
Compare some of the times studied 
with those of other areas of interest 
around the world. 
Describe the social, ethnic, cultural 
or religious diversity of past society. 
Describe the characteristic features 
of the past, including ideas, beliefs, 
attitudes and experiences of men, 
women and children. 
Use appropriate historical vocabulary to 
communicate. 
Use literacy, numeracy and computing skills 
to a good standard in order to 
communicate information. 

Communicate 
Identify continuity and change in 
the history of the locality of the 
school. 
Give a broad overview of life in 
Britain from medieval until the Tudor and 
Stuarts times. 
Compare some of the times studied 
with those of the other areas of 
interest around the world. 
Describe the social, ethnic, cultural 
or religious diversity of past society. 
Describe the characteristic features 
of the past, including ideas, beliefs, 
attitudes and experiences of men, 
women and children. 
Use appropriate historical vocabulary to 
communicate. 
Use literacy, numeracy and 
computing skills to a exceptional standard in 
order to communicate information. 

  Investigate and Interpret  
Observe or handle evidence to ask 
questions and find answers to questions 
about the past. 
Ask questions such as: What was it like for 
people? What happened? How long ago? 
Use artefacts, pictures, stories, 
online sources and databases to find out 
about the past. 
Identify some of the different ways the past 
has been represented. 

Investigate and Interpret  
Use evidence to ask questions and find 
answers to questions about the past. 
Suggest suitable sources of 
evidence for historical enquiries. 
Use more than one source of 
evidence for historical enquiry in 
order to gain a more accurate 
understanding of history. 
Describe different accounts of a 
historical event, explaining some of the 
reasons why the accounts may differ. 
Suggest causes and consequences of some 
of the main events and changes in history. 

Investigate and Interpret  
Use sources of evidence to deduce 
information about the past. 
Select suitable sources of evidence, giving 
reasons for choices. 
Use sources of information to form testable 
hypotheses about the past. 
Seek out and analyse a wide range of 
evidence in order to justify claims about the 
past. 
Show an awareness of the concept of 
propaganda and how historians must 
understand the social context of evidence 
studied. 

  



 

Understand that no single source of 
evidence gives the full answer to questions 
about the past. 
Refine lines of enquiry as 
appropriate. 

  Basic  
Weak 

Advancing 
Fluent 

Deeper 
Automatic  

Basic  
Weak 

Advancing 
Fluent 

Deeper 
Automatic  

Basic  
Weak 

Advancing 
Fluent 

Deeper 
Automatic  

Children are assessed at the end of KS1, LKS2 and UKS2 after the curriculum intent has been covered.  
Progressions will be seen across the school and comparisons made in Y2, Y4 and Y6 / Y1,Y3 and Y5 

Expectations 
for recording 
children’s work 

Photographic 
evidence of children 
working, examples of 
work, observations all 
recored in learning 
journeys.  

 History work is marked following the whole school marking and feedback policy. 

 History work is recorded in a variety of ways, therefore this may not always be evidenced weekly in individual work books.  

 The class scrapbook is used to display History work that is not evidenced in books in addition to examples of displays linked to 
topics. 

 Workbooks are monitored by the coordinator and whole school feedback is shared once per full term. 

 Pupil interviews are carried out at the end of the spring and summer term and feedback shared with staff 

Environment  
 
 

Spring Term 
Central display in 
school to show an 
exmplae of work 
from each class and 
the varity of skills 
covered over the 
year.  
Displays to include 
information books 
and exaplmes of 
work.  

Spring Term 

 Central display in school to show an example of work from each class. 

 Each classroom to have a History Interest display. 

 Displays to include high quality childrens work, books and examples of photographs of workincluding  key vocab used throughout 
the project.  


