
                              
Working Scientifically (investigations) 

School concepts to be displayed: Questioning, planning, collecting and evaluating. 

Year 1 
 

Year 2 Year 3 

Question 
Answer 
Observe 
Sort 
Describe 
Test 

Question 
Answer 
Observe 
Collect 
Identify 
Group 
Compare 

Question 
Answer 
Observe similarities /differences 
Predictions 
Data 
Gather 
Evidence 
Record 
Present 
 



 

Curriculum vocabulary 
Continue to use and build upon previous vocabulary taught 

 

Year 1 
 

Year 2 Year 3 

Animals including humans: 
Amphibian, fish, reptile, 
mammal, bird. 
 
Herbivore, omnivore, carnivore.  
Wing, beak, tail and fin. 
 
Head, nose, ear, neck, shoulder, 
arm, elbow, wrist, hand, back, 
chest, hip, leg, knee, ankle, foot. 
Senses: sight, smell, touch, taste 
and hearing. 
 
 
Plants: 
Deciduous, evergreen, tree, 
shrub, leaf, flower, petals, 
blossom, fruit, bulb, seed, roots, 
stem, trunk, branch. 

Animals including humans:  
Food chain – prey, predator. 
Camouflage, protection. 
Balance. Life. Death. 
Survival. 
 
Water, air (oxygen), food. 
Exercise. Balanced diet. Food 
groups. 
  
Reproduce, adult, baby, 
offspring. 
Examples: Kitten, calf, puppy  
 
Plants: 
Growth, germinate, light, 
temperature reproduce, life 
cycle. 
 

Animals including humans: 
Skeleton, skull, bones, muscles, 
movement, support, protection, 
nutrition and diet. Organs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Plants: 
Clean air (oxygen, carbon-
dioxide). Water, transportation, 
nutrients, soil, reproduction, 



 

 
Everyday materials: 
 
Paper, wood, glass, metal, 
plastic and rock, 
 
Hard, soft, rough, smooth, 
bendy, stiff, firm, shiny and dull. 

 
Seasonal changes: 
 
Seasonal change. 
Season, Spring, Summer, 
Autumn and Winter. 
Month, year, day, night. 
Sun, moon, light, dark. 
 
 

 
Everyday materials (including 
their uses): 
 
Brick, fabric, elastic and foil.  
 
Properties, solid, waterproof, 
absorbent, opaque, transparent, 
flexible. Push, pull, stretch and 
bounce. 
 
Living things and their habitats: 
 
Living, dead. Food and nutrition. 
Habitat, microhabitat, 
Woodland, meadow, hedgerow, 
pond, human development. 
 
 
 

 

seed formation, dispersal, 
pollination. 
Rocks: 
 
Sedimentary, layers, sediment 
igneous.  
Sandstone, granite, marble, 
fossil, soils and crystals. 
Pressure, change. 
Crumble 
Absorbent  
Solid, magma, lava, gas. 
 
Light: 
 
Light source, mirror, reflect, 
reflective, reflection shadow, 
blocked transparent, 
translucent and opaque. 
 
Forces and magnets 
  
Force, contact, surface. Magnet, 
magnetic, attract, repel, poles. 


