
Year 3 
DOMESTIC CHURCH – FAMILY 

 

Teacher’s page 
 
 

EXPLORE 
 
This is a sensitive theme. The experience of ‘family’ in society today is varied, with many joys 
and sorrows.  Whatever the experience, family still remains the first place for growth and 
development, the basic social unit. 
 

Q What does the word ‘family’ mean to you? 

Q What people do you associate with ‘family’? 

Q What joys and sorrows do you remember of family life? 
 

REVEAL 
 
For Christians the pattern and ideal of family life is found in the Scriptures.  God is the loving 
parent of the human family and Jesus was born and lived in a human family.  While offering 
ideals for family life, it is important to acknowledge and respect the real experience of some 
children which is not ideal. 
 

Word of God 
 
“As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness and patience.  Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint 
against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must also 
forgive.  Above all clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in 
the one body.” (Colossians 3: 12-15) 
 

Q In your daily life, how can you be ‘clothed with compassion’ or ‘with love’? 

Q In practical terms, how can these be expressed? 

 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 
 
“In our own time, in a world often alien and even hostile to faith, believing families are of 
primary importance as centres of living, radiant faith.  For this reason the Second Vatican 
Council, using an ancient expression, calls the family the Ecclesia Domestica: the Domestic 
Church. It is in the bosom of the family that parents are by word and example… the first 
heralds of the faith with regard to their children.” (CCC1656) 
  



RESPOND 
 

Q What positive message about the family of the school is put across in the classroom? 

Q How does the school ensure that when it welcomes a child, it welcomes that child’s 
family? 

Q In what ways can the partnership between home and school be developed? 
 
 

Prayer and Reflection 
 
Father, creator of all, 
you ‘ordered the earth’ to bring forth life  
and crowned its goodness by 
creating family life. 
Teach us the beauty of human love, 
show us the value of family life 
and help us to live in peace  
with everyone.  
Amen. 

 
 

 



DOMESTIC CHURCH– FAMILY: HOMES – TOPIC OVERVIEW 
YEAR 3 - 4 WEEKS | God’s dream for every family 

TEACHERS’ NOTES  

In this topic we explore how God is present in every home. This is expressed in the love that binds the family together within 

the home through good times and bad times. 

Scripture: John 13: 34 ‘And now I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another. If you have love for one another, then everyone will know that you are my disciples.’ 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 1657: The home is the first school of Christian life and ‘a school for human enrichment.’ 

Here one learns endurance and the joy of work, fraternal love, generous – even repeated – forgiveness and above all, divine 

worship in prayer and the offering of one’s life’. 

ABOUT THE TOPIC  

Prior learning: God is present in every beginning 

This Topic: learning outcomes 

Know and understand: 

•  The joys and sorrows of being a family at home – Explore 

•  God’s vision for every family – Reveal 

Acquire the skills of assimilation, celebration and application of the above – Respond 

SCRIPTURE TRADITION 

Romans 12: 8-13 – God’s Story 3 page 141 

(Teachers notes page 159) 

Ephesians 5: 1-9; and 6: 1-4. 

Luke 2: 39-40  

John 13:34-35 – God’s Story 3 page 108 (Teachers notes 
page 158) 

Col 3:12-17 God’s Story 3 page 147 

The Christian home: an image of and a sharing in 
the love between Christ and the Church. 

SOME QUESTIONS OF MEANING & PURPOSE CORE VOCABULARY 

What does home mean to you?  
How is God present in my life? 

home, love, family, difference, respect, joys, 
sorrows, community, family 

RESOURCES CROSS CURRICULAR LINKS  

God’s Story 3 
Extract from Wizard of Oz (There’s no place like home)  
CAFOD materials relating to homes and family 
Where do you live? by Janice Vale 
Our House - Madness 
http://www.widgit.com/resources/classroom/my_family 
Map of Paul’s journeys 

Science, Dance, ICT, PSHE, Citizenship, Literacy, Poetry, Art, 

Music, RSE 

COME & SEE WEBSITE STANDARD INDICATOR 

Link to CAFOD 

A picture of Holy Family e.g. Millais’ Carpenter’s Shop, De La 

Tour’s Christ in the Carpenter’s Shop. 

Blank speech bubbles, thinking bubbles, emotion symbols 

Learning about religion 
Beliefs, teaching & sources 
Celebration and ritual 
Social & moral practices & way of life 
Learning from religion 
Engagement with own & others’ beliefs & values 
Engagement with questions of meaning 

RE CURRICULUM DIRECTORY 
LITURGICAL/PRAYERS 
LINKS 

SONGS/ 
HYMNS TO SING 

Area of Study 1: Knowing and loving God, the 
Scriptures, Creation, Jesus Christ, Son of God 
Area of Study 2: What is the Church? One and holy, Catholic 
Area of Study 3: Prayer 
Area of Study 4: The dignity of the human person, the 
human community, love of God, love of neighbour 

Morning and Evening 
prayers 

See John Burland Grid 

POINTS TO REMEMBER  

Sensitivity to different kinds of homes.   Some children’s experience of home may not reflect the ideals expressed in the 
discussions. 

http://www.widgit.com/resources/classroom/my_family


EXPLORE 
The joys and sorrows of being a family at home 

 

STANDARD INDICATOR 
 
Some children will be able to ask and respond to questions about their own and others’ 
experiences and feelings about homes.  
Some children will be able to ask questions about what they and others wonder about what 
makes a house a home and realise that sometimes this is a difficult question to answer.  
 
 
Some children will be able to make links to show how feelings and beliefs affect how they, 
their behaviour and that of others in relation to the give and take of living in a family. 
Some children will be able to compare their own and other people’s ideas about the difficult 
question of what make a house a home.  
 

KEY WORDS 
 
home, family, love, difference, respect, joys, sorrows 

 
RESOURCES 
 

 CAFOD materials relating to homes and family 

 Where do you live? by Janice Vale ISBN 978-0-00-723098-3 

 Pictures of human and animal homes (IWB materials)  

 Extract from The Wizard of Oz (No place like home)  

 Music: Our House – Madness 
 

 http://www.widgit.com/resources/classroom/my_family 
 

LEARNING INTENTION: The joys and sorrows of being a family at home. 
 

CONTENT  
 
Talk about the different kinds of homes there might be and the experiences of what makes 
a house a home, the routines and rules that help to make home a happy place. Explore the 
‘give and take’ required in sharing a home. 
 
Share a story about a home such as, ‘Where do you live?’ by Janice Vale, or a story 
highlighting the difference between a house and a home. Use the CAFOD resources about 
homes and family.  Listen to the music suggested. 
 
  



SOME KEY QUESTIONS 
 

Q What makes a house a home? 

Q What makes home a special place for you? 

Q What do you like to do at home, on your own and as a family? 

Q What do people do for you at home that makes you feel special? 

Q What is sometimes difficult about sharing and being part of a group at home? 
  

SOME SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES  
  

 Invite the children to reflect upon and talk about the joys and sorrows of home life.  
Create a list of these to share and discuss as a class.    

 Create a Concept Map to add to throughout the topic showing characteristics of 
different aspects of a home life. 

 Share a selection of phrases which relate to the home; e.g. Home is where the heart 
is; There’s no place like home; Home Sweet Home; A house is not a home.  Invite the 
children to illustrate these through words, pictures and actions. 

 Create a sampler on one of these themes as an art exercise, using an IT drawing 
programme or sewn on Binka fabric. 
 

  

REFLECTION ON SIGNIFICANCE 
 
Gather round the display or prayer focus, have a moment of quiet reflection together. Think 
about the joys and sorrows of being a family at home.   



 

REVEAL 
God’s vision for every family 

 
CONTENT: scripture – tradition – prayers 

 

STANDARD INDICATOR 
 
Some children will be able to retell some of the advice offered by Paul in his letters about 
living together as a family and the life of the Holy Family.  
Some children will be able to describe some ways Christians live as people chosen by God.  
Some children will be able to ask questions about what they and others wonder about how 
God is always with us, and realise that this is a difficult question to answer.  
 
 
Some children will be able to make links between some scripture they have studied and the 
belief that God can make a difference in everyday life through God’s unchanging love.  
Some children will be able to give reasons why Christians should try to love others.  
Some children will be able to compare their own and others’ ideas about what they and 
others wonder about how God is always with us, and realise that some questions are 
difficult to answer.  
 

KEY WORDS 
 
community, family, home 
 

COME AND SEE WEBSITE 
 

 Display recommended pictures 
 

RESOURCES 
 

 Map of Paul’s journeys 

 God’s Story 3 

 Church’s Story 3 pages 14-15 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
LEARNING FOCUS 1: God’s vision for every family within the home. 
 

CONTENT  
  
Explore Paul’s letter to the Romans 12: 8-11, God’s Story 3 page 141, Be real about loving. 
Identify the positive things that we need to do to create a happy home.  Help the children to 
recognise the positive ways Paul identified as being important to forming a good Christian 
community.  Highlight the words which express or show love. 
 
(Be sensitive to different kinds of homes as some children’s experience of home may not 
reflect the ideals expressed in the discussions.) 
 

SOME KEY QUESTIONS 
 

Q What does Paul tell them to do regularly as a Christian family? 

Q What does it mean ‘to have a loving heart’? 

Q What does Paul say is important for living together? 

Q How do you make people feel welcome in school and at home? 

 

SOME SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES  
 

 Discuss the phrase from Romans, ‘share what you have with people in need.’  Write 
about a time when your family at home or in school have shared with people in 
need.  Give reasons for your actions. 

 Following Paul’s advice, on a heart shape template divided into two, express in 
words and/or pictures how we can have a loving heart in our home and school 
family. 

 Think of a time when you have been part of a fundraising event in school, what did 
you do and why did you do it.   Share your findings as a class. Listen carefully while 
the others share their findings. Remember anything you think is important.   

  



LEARNING FOCUS 2: Parents and children should love and respect one 

another, as God wants them to do. 
 

CONTENT  
  
Discuss how parents and children should show mutual respect and love.  Display Paul’s 
letter to the Ephesians 5: 1-9. 
 

Since you are God’s dear children, you must try to be like him. 
Your life must be guided by love just as Jesus was guided by love. 
It is wrong for you to use bad or rude language. 
Instead you should give thanks to God. 
You must not be greedy. 
You must be like people who live in the light. 
Let the light of your goodness and truthfulness shine out for everyone. 

 

SOME KEY QUESTIONS 
 

Q Whom does Paul tell them they should resemble? 

Q What kind of people does Paul say they should be like? 

Q What do you think about the advice he gives? 
 

CONTENT  
 
Display Paul’s letter to the Ephesians 6: 1-4 and pictures of people showing love care and 
respect for one another (Church’s Story 3 pages 14-15). 
 

Children, it is your Christian duty to obey your parents for this is the right  
thing to do.  Respect your parents and people who care for you. 
Parents do not treat your children in such a way as to make them angry. Instead 
bring them up to keep the rule of Jesus. 

 

SOME KEY QUESTIONS 
 

Q What does Paul say about how children and parents/carers should behave towards 
one another? 

Q Why do you think this might be good advice?  
 

SOME SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

 

 Based on the Scripture discussed compose a set of rules that would enable families 
to create a happy home by living in Jesus’ way as God wants them to.  Say how these 
could be applied and why.   

 Using a template of a house, write on the roof a word or phrase from the readings. 
In each window and door record ways in which you could live this out to make your 
home a happy one.   

 Write a prayer thanking God for a happy home making links to the scripture you 
have explored. 



  

LEARNING FOCUS 3: The Holy Family; Mary, Joseph and Jesus give us an 

example of a happy and caring family. 
 

CONTENT 
 
Download a picture of the Holy Family e.g. Millais’ Carpenter’s Shop, De La Tour’s, Christ in 
the Carpenter’s Shop. Recall the story of Mary, Joseph and Jesus, having to escape to Egypt, 
because Herod wanted to harm Jesus and how the family eventually returned to Nazareth. 
Jesus grew up there and learnt the trade of a carpenter.   Jesus was brought up in the 
Jewish faith to love and know God.  Read Luke 2: 39-40 Come and See website.  

 

SOME KEY QUESTIONS 
 

Q Look at the picture; what do you notice about how the family are showing love and 
care? 

Q What do you think was important in their home? 

Q How do you think Mary helped Jesus grow up? 

Q How do you think Joseph helped Jesus?  

Q What do you think Jesus’ day was like? 

Q What do you think they are saying to one another? 

 
SOME SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES  
 

 Imagine you are the curator of an art gallery, write a description of the Millais’ 
Carpenter’s Shop for visitors to the gallery, showing how the Holy Family are loving 
and caring towards each other. 

 Freeze frame the Millais’ Carpenter’s Shop picture, and each character in turn say 
how they are living as a happy family. 

 
  



LEARNING FOCUS 4: Prayer helps us to remember that God is always with 

us. 
 

CONTENT 
 
Mary and Joseph would have taught Jesus to pray, especially using the Psalms.  Jesus would 
have gone to his local synagogue with Joseph.  Paul encouraged the Romans to pray 
regularly.  Prayer is about keeping in touch with God who is always with us.  Think about 
the morning and evening prayers we might say at home and in school. 
 
Listen to what Paul says about prayer: God’s Story 3 page 146. 
 

God is very near 
Be happy! I’m going to say it again. 
Be joyful – always! 
God is very near. 
Don’t worry about anything. 
Instead, ask God for what you need. 

 
Pray with a grateful heart knowing how much God loves you; 
And the peace of God, which is greater than we can understand, 
Will fill your minds and hearts and keep you safe and close to Jesus. 

  
It can be useful to keep a prayer notebook/ journal where you keep a record of things 
which are important to you, things you wonder about, perhaps words or phrases you have 
heard, a song you especially like, some kindness someone has done to you, a beautiful 
scene. Where did I especially meet God today? Children may add other ideas.  This will help 
with prayer in the morning and evening.  Explain that these are special books for them. 
Encourage the children to write in their notebook/ journal at home, what has been 
significant for them during the day. 

 

SOME KEY QUESTIONS 
 

Q How did Jesus learn to pray? 

Q Where did Joseph take Jesus to pray? 

Q What helps us when we are worried?  
 

SOME SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES  
 

 Think about the times we pray in school, when do we pray?  What prayers do we use 
at certain times of day?  Put this into a grid: when do you pray, what do you pray and 
why. 

 Create a prayer wall or prayer tree in the classroom with examples of different forms 
of prayer; e.g. thanksgiving, sorrow, asking, loving, praising, psalms.  



  

LEARNING FOCUS 5: Jesus wants us to love one another. 
 

CONTENT  
 
The Gospel according to John tells us what Jesus said was most important (based on John 
13:34-35). 
 

I give you a new rule. 
It’s this: love one another. 
You must love one another just as I have loved you. If you have love for one another 
then everyone will recognise that you are my disciples. 

 
Listen to John Burland’s song Year 3 CD 2 Track 4, The Great Commandment.  Give the 
children the words or put them on the board. 
 

You shall love the Lord with all your heart,  
With all your soul, and with all your mind. 
This is the greatest and first commandment, 
To love your God with all your heart. 
The second is like it, so listen well: 
You shall love your neighbour as yourself. 
These two commandments are the greatest of all. 
They are the heart of God’s Law. 

 

SOME KEY QUESTIONS 
 

Q What are the two great commandments? 

Q What does Jesus mean by ‘love one another as I have loved you’? 

Q What would life at home be like if everyone lived by these commandments?  

Q How might you be recognised as one of Jesus’ disciples?  Keep notes of this 
discussion. 

 

SOME SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES  
 

 Work in groups. Use the notes you have made.  Write a recipe for a happy family. 
Name all the ingredients needed for living happily together at home.  Use these 
ingredients to write and illustrate a recipe for ‘The Happy Family’.  For example: Take 
five grams of love. Add to this ten kind words. Mix well etc.  
Then add...  Would you change or adjust anything now? 

 Use the phrase, ‘To love your God with all your heart’.  How do we show this?  Use 
any medium to record your responses. 

   



LEARNING FOCUS 6: We have been chosen by God to be a holy people. 
 

CONTENT  
 
Display the text from Colossians 3: 12-17, ‘You are a Holy People’ God’s Story 3 page 147 on 
the IWB. Explain how St. Paul was writing to the people who were part of the Church in 
Colossae, encouraging them and advising them. Read the text through together. 
 

SOME KEY QUESTIONS 
 

Q How would you feel if you were living in Colossae and received this letter? 

Q Which is your favourite word or phrase and why? 

Q How do you think we can help one another so peace may fill our hearts? 
 

SOME SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES  
 

 Organise groups and give out a card with one of the paragraphs of the text on it (the 
text is set out in three separate paragraphs in God’s Story 3 page 147).  Which words 
in your paragraph tell you how to be a holy person?  For each one of these words 
give examples of how you might live these out in your daily life.  Give reasons how 
this could help to make you a holy person.  

 Together or in groups make up a short drama illustrating one aspect of Paul’s advice 
on being holy. 
  



RESPOND 
Remembering, celebrating and responding to the joys and sorrows of 

being a family at home and God’s vision for every family 
 
 

Remember 
Start the session with a moment of quiet reflection. Provide each child with the opportunity 
to engage with questions of meaning and purpose related to the experience of ‘Homes’. 
Using the display, children may be able to recognise the following through discussion, role-
play, drama, art, cue cards etc. 
 

Ask the children if there is anything they wonder and ask questions about: 
 What is important to their family and why?  

 What makes a house a home? 

 God’s dream for every family?  

 That God is always there? 
 

Provide the opportunity, possibly by one of the means above, for the 
children to remember 
 What scripture says is important for living together as a family. 

 Recall some of the advice Paul gives about living as a Christian family and what effect 
this might have on people’s lives. 

 The respect of parents and children for one another. 

 God’s vision for every family, giving words and phrases from Scripture and making 
links between these and what we believe. 

 

Rejoice 
Remember to plan an end of topic celebration. (Download the Rejoice and Gather Form 
from the Come and See website.) 
 

Renew 
The teacher helps each child to make an individual response, to what they have understood 
and celebrated from their own experience and the experience of the Church community. 
 

Apply their learning 
I will think about how I can contribute to family life. 
 

Some suggested ideas 
After a time of quiet reflection and prayer 

 Make a prayer card to help them to pray for special things for their families. 

 Make a ‘Thank You for my Home’ card, with a special message for their family.  Use 
an appropriate phrase from scripture as part of the text. 

 

Teacher evaluation 
This is ongoing and will inform future teaching and learning, which will include assessment 
for learning.  



STANDARD SUMMARY 
 
Some children will be able to ask and respond to questions about their own and others’ 
experiences and feelings about homes.  
Some children will be able to ask questions about what they and others wonder about what 
makes a house a home and realise that sometimes this is a difficult question to answer.  
Some children will be able to retell some of the advice offered by Paul in his letters about 
living together as a family and the life of the Holy Family.  
Some children will be able to describe some ways Christians live as people chosen by God.  
Some children will be able to ask questions about what they and others wonder about how 
God is always with us, and realise that this is a difficult question to answer.  
 
 
Some children will be able to make links to show how feelings and beliefs affect how they, 
their behaviour and that of others in relation to the give and take of living in a family. 
Some children will be able to compare their own and other people’s ideas about the difficult 
question of what make a house a home.  
Some children will be able to make links between some scripture they have studied and the 
belief that God can make a difference in everyday life through God’s unchanging love.  
Some children will be able to give reasons why Christians should try to love others.  
Some children will be able to compare their own and others’ ideas about what they and 
others wonder about how God is always with us, and realise that some questions are 
difficult to answer.  
 
 

CHURCH TEACHING 
 
This is an outline of the teaching of the Church covered in HOMES: 

 The Christian home: an image of and a sharing in the love between Christ and the 
Church. 

 Paul’s letters to the early Christian communities teaching about God’s vision for 
every family. 

 The Christian duty of parents towards children and children towards parents. 

 The example of the Holy Family. 

 God is always with us. 

 We are chosen by God to be a holy people and the implications for daily life. 

 Jesus’ new rule. 
 


