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“The curriculum is broad and balanced. It provides 
enriching experiences for pupils of all ages. Pupils’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is 
promoted well. Pupils of all ages study a wide range of 
subjects, including those delivered by specialists, such as 
outdoor learning. Pupils are extremely positive about 
these opportunities.” 

Ofsted 2018



Background

• As a staff we decided what we wanted for the 
children of Holy Family Catholic Primary School.

That they reach their full potential 
spiritually, socially, emotionally and 

academically. 



How do we achieve this?

Our promises permeate everything that we do. 



What we wanted for our children 
shaped our curriculum.

• That they are given equal opportunities and access 
to age related work and study.

We do this by having clear Intent documents for each 
subject which ensure that we cover the expectations as 
set out in the National Curriculum. 

Our implementation documents detail how these 
subjects are taught. 



• That they make progress and succeed. (Knowing more 
and remembering more). 

We put our understanding of how children learn first and 
ensure that there are opportunities across the curriculum 
to revise, recall, practice and demonstrate skills and 
knowledge.

We know that knowledge needs to be embedded in each 
year group so subject leaders have created progression 
maps so that we can see how learning builds up. Lesson 
sequences in each subject show how knowledge and skills 
build up from one lesson to the next.  

We also have regular ‘meetings’ to revisit and ‘knowledge 
organisers’ to help children to remember more. 



• That they develop in cultural capital, have opportunities 
for new and relevant experiences. 

We have cross curricular links that are tied into our 
promises.

Look after the world around us. 
Here we have an emphasis on environment which includes 
science, geography, History, RE and PSHE. We value 
learning experiences (all children from y2 upwards take 
part in a residential) and employ an outdoor educator to 
ensure that these experiences are relevant and purposeful. 

Recently the year 2 children went on a canal trip. They 
learnt about how the canal impacted on industries in their 
community. They looked at houses, buildings and the local 
environment. 



• That children mature in their understanding of the 
world. That they know what to do with their 
knowledge and how to apply it. 

Subject leaders are aware of the progression of skills 
that go alongside each area of knowledge (whether 
they be exploring, fact-finding, inquiring, questioning 
or justifying). 

Our detailed intents and progression documents chart 
learning and expectations from EYFS to year 6. 
Vocabulary lists in each area of study allow for clearer 
articulation of knowledge and understanding. 



Barriers to learning

• Our key drivers for our curriculum aim to recognise 
what children in our school community need. 

• We know that we need to address:

• Poor vocabulary and communication.

• Children have low starting points. 

• Limited cultural capital and experiences (lack of 
inclusion).



How do we do this?

Through our Gospel Values – Our Promises.

Keeping everyone learning – We discuss learning 
behaviours and resilience.

Keeping everyone included – We can use outdoor 
education as an opportunity for team work. 



Themes
We wanted to move away from ‘activity focused’ lessons 
(where children only remember what they did).

Therefore we try to avoid focusing just on a specific 
topic (such as ‘Romans’). Instead we want the children 
to think about concepts that run through all their 
learning in school. For example understanding how 
aspects of Roman culture had an impact on some of the 
different structures within our modern day society. 

With this in mind there are three broad themes across 
all key stages. 



Community in the Autumn Term has a 
geographical focus.

Journeys in the Spring Term has a 
historical focus.

Festivals in the Summer Term has an 
Art and Design Focus.





English and Maths
• The curriculum for English in year 2 and above is based around key texts. In 

the early years foundation stage and year 1 the emphasis is on early 
reading, where we use the *Letters and Sounds Programme to ensure 
consistency in phonics teaching and rapid development of early reading 
skills.

• Our Mathematics scheme ‘Mathematics Mastery’ enables the large 
majority of pupils to progress through the mathematical curriculum content 
at the same pace. Differentiation at Holy Family means deep knowledge for 
those pupils who grasp concepts rapidly and scaffolding of the same 
content for those children that require more time to make links.

• Pupils become fluent with earlier content and consolidate their 
understanding through additional practice and mathematics meetings daily.

• Teaching is underpinned by the design of the mastery scheme, hand in 
hand with a professional development toolkit which provides a lesson-by-
lesson guide to the conceptual and procedural knowledge, tips for 
classroom practice, and guidance for teachers to improve learning.



Where are we now?

Our curriculum ensures that all areas of the National 
Curriculum are covered and strong subject leaders have 
worked hard on their programmes of study creating clearly 
defined intents, implementations, progression maps and 
vocabulary lists. We are very good at helping the children to 
‘know more’.

However, what we now need to improve on is helping the 
children to ‘remember more’. We know that we are not as 
successful in this area because when we talk to the children 
about their learning (for example in assemblies and subject 
interviews) they often struggle to articulate this. 




