
Home Reading 
Children should aim to read at least 3 times a week at home. Reading is an  
Integral part of the curriculum and so it is crucial that children read regularly.  
Once children have read, please make a note in their reading diaries so that 
we can keep a record of their progress. 
 
 
Phonetically Decodable Books 
In Foundation and KS1 children begin reading phonetically decodable books, 
these are closely matched to the child’s phonic ability and enable them to  
become confident, successful readers. Once children in KS1 master their  
phonics skills they move onto phase 6 reading books which enable them to  
access a wider range of words containing prefixes and suffixes as well as  
alternative graphemes.  

 

In KS2 children read a range of colour banded books from a wide range of  
genres and authors. We regularly update our reading books in order to provide 
children with a wealth of texts to choose from.  
 

Engaging Readers 
We have a large selection of library books which children are able to access 
and read. At Holy Family we believe children should have hands on  
experiences to give meaning to their learning and so regularly have themed 
book weeks, author visits, dress up days and much more!  
 
We have excellent links with our local library and regularly take classes to 
Worksop Library to attend workshops and share books. The librarians often 
visit school to share information about the services they have on offer. 
 
Throughout the year we host books fairs where children and grown ups are 
able to buy a range of exciting and engaging books, all profits made go to  
purchasing more engaging texts for school.  
 

 

Reading at  

Holy Family  

Primary School 

At Holy Family Primary School we see reading as an integral part of the school 

curriculum that impacts on all learning. We value the importance of being a 

confident reader and work hard to develop children’s reading skills. We want 

children to enjoy reading a wide range of different books and be able to talk 

about books and authors. 



At Holy Family Primary School we aim to develop a life long love of books 

through a whole school approach  to the teaching of reading. Children are 

taught reading through the Reciprocal Reading approach, this starts in  

Foundation and is taught consistently up to Year 6.  Reciprocal Reading is an 

effective and proven approach to developing reading and comprehension. 

 

In Foundation children are initially introduced to Reciprocal Reading through 

whole class story sessions on the carpet. During this time teachers use images 

to help highlight the four steps of Reciprocal Reading to the children. As  

become more confident readers they begin to use the approach during whole 

class, guided and individual Reciprocal Reading sessions.  

 

This booklet is aimed at informing parents/carers of the four step process to 

Reciprocal Reading so that the steps can also be followed at home. As a school 

we frequently orally predict and summarise in order to allow the focus to be 

on the key elements many children struggle with - clarifying and  

questioning.  

 

Step 1 – Predict 

Use the story clues, illustrations and headings, predict what is going to hap-

pen next in the story or text.  

Use bullet points and the following prompts to help you: 

I think…   I bet…  I wonder if… 

I imagine…  I predict… 

 

 

Step 2 – Clarify 

Clear up any parts of the story you found confusing. 

• Find examples of good vocabulary and explain their meaning.  

Find examples of unfamiliar words and punctuation and explain their use or 

meaning. Children can then discuss word meanings with grownups or look up 

Step 3 – Question 

Ask questions to help understand and discuss what has been read. 

• You should think of questions as you read the book. 

• Use the following question words and phrases to help: 

Who? What? Why? When? How?  

 

Literal Questions 

Asking the reader to recall information stated in the text. 

Evaluative Questions 

Asking the reader to decide their own opinion on whether  

or not they agree with the author’s ideas. 

Inferential Questions 

Asking the reader to “read between the lines” and answer. 

 

 

Step 4 – Summarise  

Summarise the main things that happened in your reading/story. 

Use bullet points and as little words as possible to do this. 

Use the following to create short summary sentences: 

The main events were… 

The problem/resolutions were… 

The characters involved were… 

The story was set… 

The most important part to the story was… 


