
 

Lesson Sequence Planning 

Theme Festivals Term Summer  

 Subject  RE Year 1 

 

National Curriculum Objectives this term 
Knowledge & Understanding 
Retell a religious story in any form, identifying people, place and begin to sequence.  
Retell, in any form, a narrative that corresponds to the scripture source used. 
Retell what they know about people in the local, national and universal church. 
Use some given religious words and phrases, in context.  
Engagement & Response 
Say what they wonder about. 
Ask wondering questions about all areas of study 
Talk about their own feelings, experiences and the things that matter to them. 
Ask questions about their own and others’ feelings, experiences and things that matter to them. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Week Objective Notes Vocab 
18th April (Mon 
– bank holiday) 

History / 
Science 

Talk about their own 
feelings, experiences 
and the things that 
matter to them. 
Ask questions about 
their own and others’ 
feelings, experiences 
and things that matter 
to them. 
 

  

EXPLORE 
Holidays as days to be happy 

TEACHING POINT 
 
Not all children go away on holiday – some stay at home for their holiday time. 
 
Whilst speaking about holidays being happy remember they are not always happy times for everyone. 
 
 

LEARNING INTENTION: Holidays are different from other days and they should 
be days to be happy. 

 

CONTENT | WHOLE CLASS CORE INPUT 
 

Look at pictures of people on holiday.  Talk about holiday experiences or show the BBC Barnaby Bear 
programme about how Barnaby goes on holiday.  Sometimes holidays are taken at home, but we 
may do something different.  Maybe there has been a school outing to talk about.  
 

SOME KEY QUESTIONS 
 

Q Why are holidays different from ordinary days?  

Q What do you like to do in the holidays? 

Q Do you stay at home, visit relations or go away?  

Q Who goes with you? 

Q What do you take? 

Q If you have to travel, what means of travel do you use?  

Q What do you like to do on holiday? 

Q What makes it a happy time? 
  

ADULT DIRECTED GROUP ACTIVITY 
  

 On a template of a suitcase cut out make a list and draw the things you like to do in holiday time. 
  

Holiday  



25th April  
History / 
Science 

Talk about their own 
feelings, experiences 
and the things that 
matter to them. 
Ask questions about 
their own and others’ 
feelings, experiences 
and things that matter 
to them. 
Use some given 
religious words and 
phrases, in context.  
 

REVEAL 
Pentecost: a holy day, the feast of the Holy Spirit 

LEARNING FOCUS 1: What a holy day is. 
 

CONTENT | WHOLE CLASS CORE INPUT 
  
The word holiday comes from holyday.  In times past the only holiday anyone had was a saint’s feast day 
or important feast days like Easter and Christmas.  Some days of the year are ‘holy days’, when we 
celebrate these special times in the Church’s year. 
 
We have just celebrated the feast of Easter when we remember Jesus rising from the dead. Look at the 
Easter garden or Church’s Story 2 pages 76-77.  One special word we sing at Easter time to celebrate is 
‘Alleluia!’   
 
Sing ‘Holy Days and Holidays’ from Follow Me on the Come and See website. 
 
Share with the children that the church celebrates some days as holy days e.g. the patron saint of the 
school, Christmas, Good Friday, Ash Wednesday and the Ascension etc. 
 

SOME KEY QUESTIONS 
 

Q What happens on those days? 

Q Which of them were also holidays?  

Q How are they celebrated? 

 

ADULT DIRECTED GROUP ACTIVITY 
 

 Choose either Christmas, Easter or school’s feast day for children to record what happens on that 
holy day. Draw and picture and write a sentence explaining what happens on that day.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy day, Apostles, 
help, Pentecost, 
promise, Holy Spirit, 
guide, Resurrection, 
alleluia 
 



2nd May( Mon – 
bank holiday) 

History / 
Science 

Use some given 
religious words and 
phrases, in context.  
Retell a religious story 
in any form, 
identifying people, 
place and begin to 
sequence.  
Retell, in any form, a 
narrative that 
corresponds to the 
scripture source used. 
 

LEARNING FOCUS 2: Ascension Day: Jesus goes back to his Father. 
 

CONTENT | WHOLE CLASS CORE INPUT 
  
Display the picture from Church’s Story 2 pages 76-77.  Explain that after his Resurrection, Jesus 
appeared to the disciples and made a promise to send his Holy Spirit to them.  Read the first two 
paragraphs from God’s Story 2 page 81 The promise of the Spirit based on John 13:33; 14:18.  
 
Before Jesus left his friends, he promised to send them a helper, the Holy Spirit.   The holy day, Ascension 
Thursday, celebrates Jesus’ return to his Father. 
 

Teaching point 
 
Note that depending on the school term and when Easter occurs, Ascension Thursday may or may not 
have happened when you are teaching this session, so you will need to check the date.  
(www.liturgyoffice.org.uk for the correct date).   
 
It is difficult at this age for children to understand the abstract concept of the Holy Spirit.   The image of a 
dove and elements such as air, wind and fire are used to help explain the power of the Holy Spirit.  The 
effects of these elements are what the children will explore. 
 

SOME KEY QUESTIONS 
 

Q What happened on Ascension Day? 

Q Why were Jesus’ friends sad again? 

Q What was the promise Jesus gave to his friends?  

Q Who was the helper and guide? 

Q How did this make Jesus’ friends feel? 
 

ADULT DIRECTED GROUP ACTIVITY 
Create a stained-glass window on a template in the shape of a dove or a flame.  Talk about the choice of 
symbol and how it represents the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
 
 

Holy day, Apostles, 
help, Pentecost, 
promise, Holy Spirit, 
guide, Resurrection, 
alleluia 
 



9th May 
History / 
Science 

Use some given 
religious words and 
phrases, in context.  
Retell a religious story 
in any form, 
identifying people, 
place and begin to 
sequence.  
Retell, in any form, a 
narrative that 
corresponds to the 
scripture source used. 
 

LEARNING FOCUS 3 and 4: Pentecost: The Holy Day. Pentecost Day. 
 

CONTENT | WHOLE CLASS CORE INPUT 
Display Church’s Story 2 pages 78 and 79.  Talk about what is happening in the pictures and read the text 
together.  Explain how the disciples were afraid when Jesus had left them and they had gathered 
together in one room.  The coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost changed them.  It is a holy day because 
this gift of the Holy Spirit is very special.  The Holy Spirit helps and guides us in our lives just as happened 
to the disciples.  The Holy Spirit appeared to Mary and the disciples like tongues of fire, giving them 
strength and courage to serve others. 
 

SOME KEY QUESTIONS  
 

Q Who was in the room when the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost? 

Q What were the signs of the Holy Spirit? 

Q How do you think Mary and the disciples felt?  

Q Why do you think they felt like that? 
 

CONTENT | WHOLE CLASS CORE INPUT 
 
Display the pictures from God’s Story 2 pages 84-85 Pentecost Day.   Share the story and talk about 
Pentecost in more detail.   Emphasise how Jesus’ friends knew he would keep his promise and how, with 
the help of the Holy Spirit, they shared the happiness of Jesus’ love with everyone. 

 

SOME KEY QUESTIONS  
 

Q What do you like best about the Pentecost story and why?  

Q What change had the Holy Spirit made to the friends of Jesus?   

Q How would you be able to tell what the Holy Spirit had done? 

Q What was the Good News the friends shared? 

DIRECTED GROUP ACTIVITY 
 

 Use the image from God’s Story 2 pages 84-85.   Add thought bubbles to show what the friends 
of Jesus and the people in the picture were thinking and how they were feeling. 
 

 

Holy day, Apostles, 
help, Pentecost, 
promise, Holy Spirit, 
guide, Resurrection, 
alleluia 
 



16th May 
History / 
Science 

Use some given 
religious words and 
phrases, in context.  
Retell a religious story 
in any form, 
identifying people, 
place and begin to 
sequence.  
Retell, in any form, a 
narrative that 
corresponds to the 
scripture source used. 
 

LEARNING FOCUS 5 and 6: Pentecost: The birthday of the Church. Spreading 

the Good News. 
 

CONTENT | WHOLE CLASS CORE INPUT 
Display the picture from Church’s Story 2 page 22-23.  Jesus had returned to God, his Father, and the 
Holy Spirit was helping the friends of Jesus to pass the message on to others so that they might become 
his friends too.  This marked the beginning of the Church, its birth.  Pentecost is a holy day on which 
many parish families celebrate with a party.  On the holy day of Pentecost, the priest wears red 
vestments at Mass like the colour of fire. 
Look again at the picture from God’s Story 2 pages 84-85.  Holy days, like holidays, are times for 
celebrating and enjoyment.   We relax from ordinary life and think about other things.  Holy days are 
special times for thinking about the life of Jesus and about God the Creator’s love and care for us.  This 
is Good News.   The Holy Spirit guides us and gives us strength and courage to share that Good News 
with others. 
 

SOME KEY QUESTIONS  
 

Q Who is in the picture? 

Q What do you think the people in the picture are celebrating?  

Q How do you celebrate a birthday? 

Q Why is Pentecost a holy day? 

Q What are the people in the picture doing? 

Q What is the Good News they are hearing? 

Q How do you feel if you have good news to tell or receive?  What do you do? 
 

ADULT DIRECTED GROUP ACTIVITY 
On a flame shape template write how the Holy Spirit guides you to help and serve others. 
Write a prayer to the Holy Spirit asking for help and guidance in sharing the Good News of Jesus 
 
 

 
 

. 
 

 
 

Holy day, Apostles, 
help, Pentecost, 
promise, Holy Spirit, 
guide, Resurrection, 
alleluia 
 



23rd May 
History / 
Science 

Say what they wonder 
about. 
Ask wondering 
questions about all 
areas of study 
Talk about their own 
feelings, experiences 
and the things that 
matter to them. 
Ask questions about 
their own and others’ 
feelings, experiences 
and things that matter 
to them. 
 

RESPOND 
Remembering, celebrating and responding to holidays as days to be happy 

 and Pentecost: A holy day, the feast of the Holy Spirit 
 

Remember 
Start the session with a moment of quiet reflection.  Provide each child with the opportunity 
to engage with questions of meaning and purpose related to the experience of Holidays and Holydays. 
Using the display, children may be able to recognise the following by use of discussion, role-play, drama, 
art, cue cards, make masks of before and after Pentecost etc. 
 

Ask the children if there is anything they wonder about 
 Holidays being different from ordinary days.  

 Holidays being happy times. 

 Holidays are times to relax and do something different.  

 Thanking God for holidays and holy days. 

 The Holy Spirit is a guide and helper. 

 
Complete end of topic liturgy.  

Holy day, Apostles, 
help, Pentecost, 
promise, Holy Spirit, 
guide, Resurrection, 
alleluia 
 

30th May – Half 
Term 

   

6th June – 
Phonics 
Screener  

   

13th June  
Art / 

Geography 
Focus 

   

20th June  
Art / 

Geohraphy  
Focus 

   

20th June 
 D&T/ 

Geography Fous 

   

27th June     



D&T / 
Geography 

Focus 

4th July  
ICT / 

Geography  

   

11th July  
ICT / 

Geography 

   

18th July - 
Transition 

   

25th July – 
Transition / End 

of term 

   

 
  


